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In the early 1960s a girl called Susan Boyle was born in rural Scotland.  When she was a baby doctors had felt she would be “slow,” would have learning difficulties and would not excel, so they told her mother not to expect too much from Susan.  While her mother believed them at the time she always believed in Susan and thought she could “make something of herself.”


When Susan went to school she tended to be hyperactive, suffering from what we now call “Attention Deficit Disorder” though at the time it was regarded as a “mental illness.” Being very active and energetic in school Susan may have unwittingly drawn a lot of attention to herself from other children.  A lot of this attention turned out to be negative.


By the 1970s Susan was being bullied in school.  In a televised interview with Piers Morgan, as an adult, she described in detail what she remembered of this.  


Children called her “Susie Simple” or even “Retard.” She said other children thought she was “a bit of a dumb bell, a bit of a dunce ‘cos she was slow.”  (Ironically, far from being “slow” academically, as an adult Susan has done several Open University courses, particularly in the areas of psychology and caring).


Because she was on tablets for the attention deficit disorder they now had “something else they used to be rude about” - sometimes saying “You’re on drugs, Susan.”  


Susan was “always on her own,” maybe because of how other children were treating her, and this may have made her more vulnerable to bullying.  Other children took advantage of this and would sometimes “throw muck or stones” at her or “push her down the side of the grass verge where it was all muddy.”  


When Susan tried to fight back she “would chase them” but she continued to be picked on “and in the end she’d be crying.”  This went on for years with other children picking on her and shouting names after her.


Looking back, Susan described how, at the time she “was easily made cry.” Referring to the “name-calling” and the “snide comments behind your back” and the “jibing at you all the time” she said “There’s nothing worse than psychological cruelty.”  She said “psychological things can hurt you . . .  physical things like being hit – they heal, but the psychological scars don’t.  That damaged my confidence” and Susan continued to suffer from lack of confidence throughout life.  


Despite a childhood marred by bullying and the resulting low self-confidence, and with the odds stacked against her having a successful career, Susan did not give up.  She persisted in pursuing her dream of becoming a professional singer.  She continued to enter local talent and singing competitions . . .					         
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"I Dreamed a Dream" - There is life after bullying - ask Susan Boyle


Answer the questions below before watching the “Susan Boyle First Audition” 


from the 2009 “Britain’s Got Talent” competition














When Susan was born, list three problems doctors thought she would have? ________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Susan's mother believed the doctors so how did she treat Susan?  ________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


What would Susan's hyperactivity be called now?  _____________________________________


How do we know now that Susan was quite intelligent? _________________________________


List three nasty things other students used to say to her?  _______________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


What word do we use for this deliberate, repeated hurtful behaviour? ______________________


Would Susan be with friends when this would happen? _________________________________


Why was this the case? __________________________________________________________


List two physical things other students used to do to her?  _______________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Did chasing these other students solve the problem? ___________________________________


How do we know this? ___________________________________________________________


Did this only happen in school? ____________________________________________________


How do we know this? ___________________________________________________________


How did all this bullying affect Susan?  ______________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Susan talked about "Psychological Cruelty."  Was this a good name for it? __________________


Susan talked about "snide comments behind your back."  "Snide" means sly, insulting and false.  Do you think this was a good name for what some students were saying to her?  _____________


How do you think Susan felt knowing others were listening to these comments?  _____________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Susan talked about some students "jibing at you all the time." To "jibe" means to jeer or mock. Do you think this was a good name for some of the things students were saying to her?  _______


How do you think Susan felt about the students who were doing this?  _____________________


How was Susan's self-confidence affected by all this bullying behaviour? ___________________


Which did Susan think is worse, physical scars or psychological scars?  ____________________


Why? ________________________________________________________________________


What should you do if fellow students suffer jibes, snide comments, name calling, being pushed around, having things thrown at them or other bullying behaviour?  ________________________


Name anyone in your class, your year or in the whole school that you think is being bullied in this or in any other way: _____________________________________________________________








