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Exercise 1.2.3. - "The Meanest Girl in Second Grade” 


Please play the video clip at least twice (possibly but not necessarily in circle time) and then, for each of the questions below, do one of the following:


Going round the class or the circle, ask at least two children (maybe lots more if the circle - “O” - is indicated) each question (maybe probing to help them answer) or  


Use a show of hands for the group (if “Hands” is indicated) so they’ll see what others think/do.  


Then play the video again to reinforce the message.


























At the start what was Zoe like? (Mean, angry, moody, bitter, cruel) Did she like Jeffrey? (No!)	O


_______________________________________________________________________________


Zoe did not like freckles.  Is there anything wrong with freckles? (No!) Where do freckles come from? (The sun causes freckles on some people’s skin, others go brown and others go red)	O


_______________________________________________________________________________


Because he was small and timid Zoe called Jeffrey a “shrimp” and did not want to sit with him.  Her teacher asked Zoe to introduce him to others but she did not want to.   Was this all fair? 	(Hands)


_______________________________________________________________________________


At break, in a game of “tag,” she tagged Jeffrey very hard.  He was not upset but joined in the game, laughing and happy.  Was Zoe surprised? (Yes!)	(Hands)


_______________________________________________________________________________


Later, Zoe shoved him, blew spit-balls at him and spilled milk on him.  Was this kind? (No!) Was this respectful? (No!) Was she being mean again and again? (Yes!) What is that called? (Bullying)	O 


_______________________________________________________________________________


Then things began to change. What did her friends Amber and Amanda do? (Looked the other way at lunch) What did her friend David do? (Would not play “tag” with her at break).  	O


_______________________________________________________________________________


How did Zoe feel now? (Upset, her feelings were hurt, she felt sorry for herself but not for him)	O


______________________________________________________________________________


What did she shout at Jeffrey? (“Shrimp, why don’t you go away!”) Why? (She was angry)	O


______________________________________________________________________________


He did not answer so then what did she shout? (“Why don’t you answer me!”)  What did Jeffrey answer? (“I hear you but I choose not to talk to a bully”) What do you think of that?	O





Zoe screamed “I am no bully!”  (Bullying is – deliberately, repeatedly saying and doing hurtful things to someone, being unkind and disrespectful)  Was she right or was she bullying Jeffrey?	(Hands)


_______________________________________________________________________________


When her friends agreed with Jeffrey, what did Zoe say to her mother? (I want friends to like me) 	O


 ______________________________________________________________________________


What does her mother say? (You need to apologise) That’s hard but she did.  Who did she apologise to first (Her friends David, Amber and Amanda) Did they accept her apology? (Yes!)    	O


______________________________________________________________________________


When she apologised to Jeffrey, did he accept it? (Yes!) Were you surprised? (Y/N) Why?	(Hands)


______________________________________________________________________________


What did Zoe learn? (1. Don’t make others feel bad just because you do, 2. Don’t judge people by their looks and 3. Jeffrey was nice).  Was it important that David, Amber and Amanda took Jeffrey’s side when Zoe was being mean to him? Why?  Do you think she would bully anyone again?  	O
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