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Everyone is different but everyone is equal in value.  


It can be cool to be different in many ways.  


SIZE		HAIR		SKIN COLOUR		WEIGHT


NATIONALITY		RELIGION			ACCENT		CLOTHING


It is not cool to isolate or treat someone badly because s/he is different.  


To do so over and over again, either on our own or with others, is bullying.








THE FIRST INCIDENT - when nobody does anything to help


A group of four children in the school yard, three sitting and one standing, observe an incident


A boy goes for his bike in the school yard.  He does nothing to upset the walking "gang" who approach.  


The gang begin to hassle the boy.


One of the gang speaks, referring to the boy's hair colour with a remark about "little red riding hood."  He puts on a bright orange wooly cap (he came prepared so this was a deliberate incident) and makes a remark about the boy's hair being "on fire," saying "better call 911" and "loser."


The other three laugh along but say nothing.


One of the three flicks the boy's hair as he passes.


The observing group shows no approval or support for the boy or the walking gang.


The targeted boy looks isolated and unhappy.


THE SECOND INCIDENT - when a boy and his friends show support


The same walking "gang" approaches the boy getting his bike the next day.


The boy who flicked the hair the first day says " there she (little red riding hood) goes again" and makes a remark about the "big bad wolf."


The leader from the first day gets out the bright orange wooly cap and puts it on.


As the gang look up they see the observing group but this time the boy who had blonde hair now has red hair and the observing group are watching with serious faces.  They are not amused.  


The leader takes off the orange wooly cap and indicates with his hands that the "joke" is over.


The walking gang makes no further remark to the boy getting his bicycle.  They walk past the observing group without speaking.


The targeted boy seems relieved and smiles showing he is happy.


He gets on his bike, signals a "thank you" and cycles off to get on with his life.





IN SMALL GROUPS CONSIDER THESE DIFFERENCES - 


In the first incident the gang members are mean in what they say and do. Why are they like this?


They keep this up even though the targeted boy does nothing. Why do they do this?


While most of the gang just "laugh along" the targeted boy probably feels they are "all against him." Why?


In that incident the targeted boy feels weak, outnumbered 4 to 1 but the gang feels strong.  Why?


It is hard for the boy to cope alone, feeling outnumbered and with nobody on his side. Why?


In the second incident the gang members quickly stop teasing and stop laughing along.  Why?


They know they are being watched by observers who are not amused.  How do they know this?


In the second incident the odds have changed and are now 5 to 4 in favour of the targeted boy. Why?


Now the targeted boy does not feel so weak or so upset. Why?


Now the targeted boy does not feel so isolated and alone.  Why?


If you know of someone being bullied there is always something you can do to help.  You can take the side of the bullied person and report the bullying to an adult like a teacher who can deal with it.





WATCH THE SHORT VIDEO CLIP http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWJut7KQhI4


SEVERAL TIMES AND THEN DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:








Name:  _____________





Class: ______________





Date:  ______________







































